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when a serbian backed assassin gunned down archduke franz ferdinand in late june 1914
the world seemed unmoved even ferdinand s own uncle franz josef i was notably
ambivalent about the death of the hapsburg heir saying simply it is god s will certainly
there was nothing to suggest that the episode would lead to conflict much less a world
war of such massive and horrific proportions that it would fundamentally reshape the
course of human events as acclaimed historian sean mcmeekin reveals in july 1914 world
war i might have been avoided entirely had it not been for a small group of statesmen who
in the month after the assassination plotted to use ferdinand s murder as the trigger for a
long awaited showdown in europe the primary culprits moreover have long escaped
blame while most accounts of the war s outbreak place the bulk of responsibility on
german and austro hungarian militarism mcmeekin draws on surprising new evidence
from archives across europe to show that the worst offenders were actually to be found in

russia and france whose belligerence and duplicity ensured that war was inevitable
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whether they plotted for war or rode the whirlwind nearly blind each of the men involved
from austrian foreign minister leopold von berchtold and german chancellor bethmann
hollweg to russian foreign minister sergei sazonov and french president raymond poincaré
sought to capitalize on the fallout from ferdinand s murder unwittingly leading europe
toward the greatest cataclysm it had ever seen a revolutionary account of the genesis of
world war i july 1914 tells the gripping story of europe s countdown to war from the bloody
opening act on june 28th to britain s final plunge on august 4th showing how a single

month and a handful of men changed the course of the twentieth century

a definitive new account of the catalytic events of july 1914 that led to the outbreak of the
first world war

on 28 june 1914 the austrian archduke franz ferdinand was assassinated in the balkans
five fateful weeks later the great powers of europe were at war much time and ink has
been spent ever since trying to identify the guilty person or state responsible or
alternatively attempting to explain the underlying forces that inevitably led to war in 1914
unsatisfied with these explanations gordon martel now goes back to the contemporary
diplomatic military and political records to investigate the twists and turns of the crisis
afresh with the aim of establishing just how the catastrophe really unfurled what emerges
is the story of a terrible unnecessary tragedy one that can be understood only by retracing
the steps taken by those who went down the road to war with each passing day we see
how the personalities of leading figures such as kaiser wilhelm ii the emperor franz joseph
tsar nicholas ii sir edward grey and raymond poincare were central to the unfolding crisis
how their hopes and fears intersected as events unfolded and how each new decision
produced a response that complicated or escalated matters to the point where they
became almost impossible to contain devoting a chapter to each day of the infamous july
crisis this gripping step by step account of the descent to war makes clear just how little
the conflict was in fact premeditated preordained or even predictable almost every day it
seemed possible that the crisis could be settled as so many had been over the previous
decade almost every day there was a new suggestion that gave statesmen hope that war
could be avoided without abandoning vital interests and yet as the last month of peace
ebbed away the actions and reactions of the great powers disastrously escalated the
situation so much so that by the beginning of august what might have remained a minor

balkan problem had turned into the cataclysm of the first world war

a century ago governments buoyed by progressive era beliefs began to assume greater
responsibility for protecting and rescuing citizens yet the aftermath of two disasters in the
united states canada borderlands the salem fire of 1914 and the halifax explosion of 1917
saw working class survivors instead turn to friends neighbors coworkers and family
members for succor and aid both official and unofficial responses meanwhile showed how
the united states and canada were linked by experts workers and money in disaster
citizenship jacob a c remes draws on histories of the salem and halifax events to explore
the institutions both formal and informal that ordinary people relied upon in times of crisis

he explores patterns and traditions of self help informal order and solidarity and details
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how people adapted these traditions when necessary yet as he shows these methods
though often quick and effective remained illegible to reformers indeed soldiers social
workers and reformers wielding extraordinary emergency powers challenged these
grassroots practices to impose progressive solutions on what they wrongly imagined to be

a fractured social landscape

historians have long sought to explain how the world descended into war in the wake of
the assassination of archduke franz ferdinand and his wife on june 28 1914 focusing on
the interactions between two key leaders one civilian and one military in each of the great
powers and serbia this documentary history explores how individuals not monolithic
governments and impersonal forces contributed to the rapidly escalating crisis leading to
world war i a brief introduction outlines the background for july 1914 followed by seven
chapters on events in each of the major nations involved interwoven with over 70
documents including memoirs diaries telegrams press reports and private letters to
illustrate how the crisis developed an epilogue addresses the relative roles and influence
of civilian and military leaders in leading the nations inexorably along the path to war the
volume also contains 14 images and two maps a chronology a glossary of key figures
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